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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: - - - 

Listing of Claims; 

1 . (Currently Amended) In a device having a plurality of electronic program guide 
(EPG) loaders that are each cOTifigureS t^ 

method for interfacing the one or more EPG loaders with a database associated with the device, 
the method comprising: 







— — — -- — — — rcccivmg, at e£tch oi-^a^^^ 

data source; 




conecnng me i^ru aata nrom uic i^r^j loaaers ai a wnier moauie; 








upon aeiermining ai ino wnier moauie crKn-mcre is a coniJioi in lao ii±^u oaia — 



re ceived from at l o a s t t\v <»- of th e diff o r o nt EPG data sourocs, resolving the - eonflict 
ac cording to conflict r e solution criteria; 

calling and executing a function of the writer module to store the EPG data in a 
database accessible by the device; ^*d 

wherein ex e cution of the function includes at least one of creating a new 
catG^^orization system for storing the EPG data, (2) addinfi; a new category to tlie 
database, adding a subcategory pair to the database, (4^ mapping a category pair to a 
specific program, removes all EPG data from the database. (5) removing all schedule data 
f rom the database, (6) removes a specific au di o subchannel from the database. (1^ 
removing a specific categorization system from the database, fS^ removes a specific 
category pair from the database, (9) removing a property from a weblink obicct in the 
database, flO) removing a specific sharing day from the database, fll) adding a unique 
sharing day to tho database, or 02) linkmp a unique sharing day to a particular channel 
ex-ecLittfig-4 hQ - function by the writer module, thereby storing th e EPG data in th o 
databas e. 
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2. (CiUTenlly Amended) A method as m claim 1 , further including execution of 
another function of tlie writer module that w hcr o in tli o fun c tion adds a new audio subchannel 
format to the stored EPG data. 



3. (Currently Ainendcd) A method as in claim 1, further including execution of 
another function of the writer module that w be roin th e function -adds a new audio subchannel to a 
schedule entry in the stored EPG data. 







new categori>:ation system for storing the EPG data. 







5.-e.^=^(Ereviously^Presented)„A^^^^^ 



one of a new category and subcategory pair to the database. 

6, (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 5, wherein the function maps a 
category pair to a specific program. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1, further includmp execution of 
another fiinction of the writer module that w h ^ - ekt - tlio function a dds a new EPG channel to the 
database. 

S. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim I, wherein a function executed by 
the writer module removes all EPG data from the database. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1, further inchjdine execution nf 
another function of the writer module tha t wher e in a function Qx -eGuted-by- tho writer modulo 
removes all channel data from the database. 
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10. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1, wherein further including 

execution of anotlier function of the writer module that a function oxocuted by tho writor modul e 

: ~ remoj/es air program data Tr om the data b ase, ^^..^ _ . . ^ . _. ^r^^ ^^^^...^j^:^ 

11.. (Previously Presented) A method asjn x^^^ executed by 

the writer module removes all schedule data from the database, 



^^-^ -- ^ ^^^^^^ 

the writer module removes a specific audio subchannel from the database. 



the writer module removes a specific categorization system from the database. 

14. (Previously Presented) A method as iri claim 1, wherein a function executed by 
the writer module removes a specific category pair from the database. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1, fiirther including execution of 
another function of the writer module that wher-ein- a function ex e cut e d bv th e writ e r modul e 
removes a specific program from the database. 

16. (Currently Amended) A method as iii claim 1, further including execution of 
a nother function of the writer module that wh e r e in a functi on-ex-e eutcd by the writer modul e 
removes a property from a program object in the database. 
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17. 



(Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1, f urther ir>cludinp execution of 
.riniW function of the wnter module th^^ /Amem^^m^ ^^ ^ o ^t o ^l by Xh u writor modulo 
removes a property from a schedule entry in the database. 



18. (Previously Pi-esented) A method as in claim 1, wherein a function executed by 
the writer module removes apropertyfrom a webli^^^^ the database. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim- 1. further including execution of 
removes a speci fie schedule entry fiom the database. 



=26?^gPr6viouslya?resented)sASl ^^ 



the writer module removes a specific sharing day from the dalahase. 



21-22. (Cancelled) 



23. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1, further inchiding execution of 
another function of the writer module that w horoin th e fa netieB-sets a preferred result for a 
condition. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1, furtl ier . including execution of 
another function of the writer modiUe that w h erein the function adds a new program to the 
database. 

25. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1, fhrthftr including execution of 
aTin tVier function of the writer module that w horoin the function adds an extensible name-value 
property to a specific channel. 



Page 5 of 17 

PAGE 9/2rRCVDAT8l2()l2004 12:48:30 PM[EastemDaylightTime]*SVR:USPTO.EFXI^ 



AUG-26-2004 THU 10:50 AM WORKMAN NYDEGGER 



FAX NO. 8013281707 



P. 10 



Application No. 09/527.137 
Amcn(Jmi;nl "B" dated August 2<S, 2004 
Reply to OfHcti Action mailed July 7 > 2004 

26. (CuiTCnlly Amended) A method as in claim 1, further including execution of 
another Ainction of the writer module that w hor o in th o function adds an extensible name-value 
property to a specific program. 



27, (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1^ further including execution of 
another function of the writer module that wh o r o in the function adds an extensible name-value 
property to a specific schedule entry. 



another function of the writer module that whoroin tho function addfi an extensible name-value 
property to a specific Weblink. 



29, (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 1, wherein the function adds a new 
purchase string to a specific schedule entry, 

30, (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1* further including execution of 
a nother funct-jon of the writer module that wh e r e in tho fun ^ri-Qn-maps a rating authority and 
rating to a specific program. 

31, (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1, further including execution of 
anot her function of the writer module that w befe in a fuYiotioii oxocut e d by th e writ e r-modti ^ e 
removes schedule entries and associated program, rating, category, property and Weblink data 
from the database prior to a specific time. 

32, (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1, further including execution of 
anotlier function of the writer module that w h e r e in the ^ne4wn-adds a new schedule entry to the 




database. 
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33, (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 1, wherein the function adds a 
- unique sharing day to the database* 



34. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 1, wherein the function links a 
. unique sharing day to a particular channel. _ . _ .. 

35. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1, fartibgl including execution of 

to the database is complete. 



another finiction of the writer module that whor e tn - the-fiinotion indicates the current set of 
updates to the EPG services storage or database is complete. 

37. (Currently Amended) A melhod as in claim 1, further including exec ution of 
anoth er fimction of the Vyriter module that wherein tho function creates a relationship between a 
schedule entry and a video subchaimeL 

38. (Currently Amended) A metliod as in claim 1, fiulhcr ind U-djng execution of 
another function o f th e writer module that w h e r e in th e-fonetienradds a Weblink to the database. 

39. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1, further including execution of 
another function oF the writer module that w ^^efeia-fe o - fimction m aps a Weblink to a specific 
channel. 
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40. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1, AjraigLinclu ^ execution of 
another function of the writer module thaLw hefe m - tho function maps a Wcblink to a specific 
program- 



4L (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 1, further including execution,.Qf 
a nother function of the writer module that w horoin th o funotion m aps a WebluJc to a specific 
schedule entry. 



instructions for implementing the method recited in claim 1 , 
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43. (Ciin'ently Amended) In a device having a plurality of electronic program guide 
rEPG'^ loaders tliat are each configured to receive EPG data from one or more RPG sources, a 
method for interfacing the one or morc EPG loaders with a database associated with tlie deviceA 
metho d aa rBcitod in claim 1 . ftofeeF -thc method comprising: 

receiving, at each of a nluralitv of EPG loaders, EPG data from a different EPG 
data source: 



collecting the EPG data from the EPG loaders at a writer module; 

calling and executing a function of the writer modale to store the EPG data in a 




calling a secMif unction of a con t that accesses 



the database to retrieve the EPG data and transmits the EPG data to the one or more 
- application$;-and- 

executing thc ~second^f unctiQn=by"the^control"TOodnt ^^ execution of the 

second function includes at least one of fl) disabling sipjnahnfi of update events, (2) 
indicating that a new category has been added to the EPG data, (3) indicating that a new 
channel has b e en added to the EPG data, or (4) indicating that the EPG data within a 
particular time ranpe has changed . 

44, (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, further including execution of 
another function of the control module that wh e r o in the function retrieves a collection of names 
0 f known schemes for organizing programs by type. 

45. (CuiTently Amended) A method as in claim 43, further includ in g execution of 
another function of the control module that wbeF&k i - tho function returns a time in the future at 
which available data ends. 
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46. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, further including execution of 
another function of the control module that w horoin the funotion r eturns a furthest time in the 
futlirc when a program starts. 



47, (Cunrently Amended) A method as in claim 43, further includin g ; execution of 
another function of the control module that w hor o in tho funotion returns information to confirm 
if valid channel and guide listings exist in the database. 







another function of the control module that wherein tlie function returns information to indicate 
if channel data exists in the database. 








49* (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, further includinp: execution of 
another function of the control module that wherein tho funeti^^retrieves a collection of strings 
for names of known schemes for organizing content ratings. 




50. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, fiirther including execution of 
another function of the control module that wherein the function retrieves a channels collection 
object. 





51. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 43, wherein the function disables 
signaling of update events. 



52-53. (Cancelled) 
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54. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, further incl ndtri^ execution of 
another function of the control module that w bere ki : th o function retrieves a collection of names 
of main categories within a categorization system for a given categorization system name. 



55, (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, further including execution of 
another function of the control module that w horotn th o function returns channels matching a 
search value. 



^56^^^(gurLejiay^Amended^^A^meth^^^ 
anotlier function of the control module that ^ ^ein the fun^^ retrieves the Channels 
collection object for valid device chamiels with a particular channel number. 



57, (Cancelled) 

58, (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, further Jncln ding exec ution of 
another, f u nction of the control module that w befein- dic function r etums information indicating 
whether EPG data is found for a range. 

59, (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, fur ther including execution of 
another Function of the contro! module tha t wherein the function relieves a program object 
representing a program shown on a specified channel at a specified timc. 

60, (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43. further inchiding execution of 
a nother finiction of die control module that w herein th e function retrieves an end time for a 
program. 
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61. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, further including execution of 
another function of the control module that whoroin th e functioT t- r etricves a length of a program 
shown, 



62. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, farther including execution of 
another function of the control module that whoroin tho function retrieves a rating object for a 
particular program. 



another function of the control module that w h e r e in th e function r elriftvftq the start time for a 
particular program. 



64. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, farther including execution of 
another fiinction of the control module that w herein the function retrieves a name of a program, 

65. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, further including execution of 
anotlier function of the control module that wh e r e in th e function indicates that an event should 
be fired when any aspect of a known categorization system of the database changes. 



66. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 65. further including execution of 
another function of t h e control module that wherein tho function indicates that the event should 
be fired when a new channel has been added to the database. 

67. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, further including execution of 
another function of t he control module that wherein thG fiir tf>>t-i^.-rctums updates occurring within 
a particular time range. 
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68. (Ciirrcntly Amended) A method as in claim 43, flirther including execution of 
another function of t h e control module that w horoin tho function ■ r etums all schedule time slots 
matching query values. 



69. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, furlher including ? execution of 
another f u nction of the control module that v s ^horoin th e fu nction r etumg programs that match 
query values, 



^J«jy^l^a nceUed)g 



(C urrently Ag>en d^d)-A - me tti od-as r in gd^ 



, Mother fuvic1 i Qji_Qf_ffi 

representing all time periods for programs whose title or description includes a particular casc- 
insensitive string. 



73. (Cancelled) 

74. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, further including execution of 
ano ther function of the co ntrol module that w het^ei^ n^hft fim^im i . . .frj^.r^. a collection of 
subcategory names for a given category name. 



75. (Cun-ently Amended) A method as in claim 43, wherein the second function 
indicates that a new category has been added to the EPG data. 

76. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, wherein the second^function 
indicates that a new channel has been added to Ihe EPG data , 
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77. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 43, wherein the second function 
indicates th^t the EPG d ata within a particular time range has changed. - 



78. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium having computer executable 
instructions Ibrimpleme^^ 

79. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in ckim 1. whereiii tho oonfliot 

ftehf;EJ^je ad e r_with_a-diff e xont-^ 



r e solving th e conflict includ e s giving proccdQnoo4o -EFG ^ata racQiv e d fr ^ ^ loader s bflvtH g 

hifihor priority further includinp; resolving a conflict between EPG data received from the EPG 



80. (Cancelled). 

8L (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 79-3-, wherein resolving the 
conflict includes allowing a user to select a conflict resolution scheme. 

82. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim Si, wherein allowing the user 
to select a conOict resolution scheme includes allowing a user to assign a priority to the EPG 
loaders. 

S3, (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 4-79, wherein resolving the 
conflict includes allowing an application to select a conflict resolution scheme. 
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84, (New) In a device having a plurality of eleclrotiic program guide (EPG) loaders 
that arc each configured to receive EPG data from one or more EPG sources, a method for 
interfacing the one or more EPG loaders with a database associated with the device, the method 
comprising: 



receiving, at each of a plurality of EPG loaders, EPG data from a different EPG 
data source; 

collecting the EPG data from the EPG loaders at a writer module; 

upon deteraiining at the writer module that there is a conflict in the EPG data 
-rcccived-from-at-lea st-two"^of -fee"dif^^^ re5ol ving~ thc co nflicT 

according to conflict^esolution 

KivinK each EPG loader equal priorities, and wherein resolving the conflict includes 
-dvinG-n rece denGgto"EPG"dQtathat is rccGived^^^^^^^^ 



calling a fanctibn;^of^t_he^^^^ database 
accessible by the device; and 

executing the function by the writer module, thereby storing the EPG data in the 
database. 



85. (New) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instmctions for 
implementing the method recited in claim 84. 
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